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Smokers Need 
To Clean Up 
Their. . . Acts 


Several years ago, I stopped at a 
scenic overlook in southern Utah. The 
spectacular view stretched for miles, 
taking in lofty sandstone spires, dis- 
tant rivers and the tops of cow heads. 

The view was magnificent until I 
looked down the cliff and saw hun- 
dreds of cigarette butts littering the 
ground. 

As I watched, a portly tourist 
walked up to the guardrail, squinted 
at the scenery, then added his own cig- 
arette butt to the view. 

This is not right. Neither was my 
offer to punch said tourist in the head, 
but that’s a completely separate court 
matter. 

We're talking about unsightly lit- 
ter. 

Before you start thinking that this 
is just another example of a non- 
smoker haranguing smokers, please 
understand that not all smokers are 
slobs, 

I learned this when I smoked. Once, 
after seeing me toss a cigarette on the 
ground, an Army drill sergeant ele- 
vated my cigarette butt consciousness 
by making me carry it back to the bar- 
racks in a nostril. 

As dehumanizing as this order 
sounds, it was actually a compromise, 
if you get my drift. 

The point is, it made me something 
of an expert on the proper disposal of 
cigarette butts. 

Utah needs to do something about 
cigarette butt litter. Not just in our 
scenic spots, but everywhere. 

Scientists claim that it takes about 
14.5 million years for a cigarette filter 
to completely decompose. 

So it doesn’t take a gehius to figure 
out that cigarette butts tossed out of 
cars during Gov. Mike Leavitt's first 
term are only now beginning to disap- 


pear. 

Putting considerable thought into. 
the problem, I think the best thing to 
do is to post butt bouncers at scenic 
overlooks with the express purpose of 
throwing offenders’ butts off the cliff. 

Although this proposal sounds 
drastic, it would substantially reduce 
cigarette litter in a state that prides it- 
self on scenery. 

Also, unless an offender could fig- 
ure out a way to hang glide with his 
ears, he would be significantly un- 
likely to reoffend. 

This is not just a Utah problem. 
Maine, an equally scenic state, is con- 
sidering a returnable tobacco prod- 
ucts law. 

Basically, people would get 5 cents 
for every cigarette butt they turn in. 

Gary Johansen sent me a copy of 
Maine's butt bill. It's actually just a 
state-mandated cleaning deposit. 

The 5 cents would come from a tax 
increase of $1 per pack of smokes, 
thus passing on the cost of picking up 
the butis to the people who put them 
there in the first place. 

Smokers who saved their butts 
could recoup the tax cost by taking 
their smelly “returnable tobacco prod- 
ucts” to a collection center, where 
they would be weighed, sorted and 
processed into paper for more legisla- 
tive bills, 

To prevent people from making 
millions of dollars picking up ciga- 
rette butts in other states and bring- 
ing them to Maine for payment, the 
bill would require cigarette manufac- 
turers to emboss the name “Maine” 
on the butts of all smokes sold in the 
state, 

This embossing would further in- 
crease the cost of a pack of cigarettes. 
Within no time, a pack-a-day habit 
would cost the average consumer as 
much as it would to rent France. 

Utah should try this returnable 
products bill. If it works on cigarette 
butts, we could use it on other stuff. 
Like, oh, say, the Olympics. 

We could levy a huge tax on all the 
countries that wé..t to use our state 
for the Winter Games, If they return 
our state in decent condition when 
they are done, we'give them part of 
their money back. 

It certainly makes more sense than 
my plan for punching offenders, 
There's already a returnable tax on 
that. 

It's called “bail.” 


Salt Lake Tribune columnist Robert 
Kirby lives in Springville. He welcomes 
mail at P.O, Box 684, Springville, UT 
84663 or email at dark@airswitch.net. 
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Despite ruling, it says it 
still is committed to kids 


BY ASHLEY ESTES 
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 


Utah’s Division of Child and Family 
Services will continue operating under 
the terms of a 1994 legal agreement man- 
dating it improve services to children un- 
til it is judged to be in compliance, a 
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federal appeals court has ruled. 

But the Friday ruling has state officials 
crying foul, saying the initial agreement 
was that the federal court would cease 
monitoring the division after four years 
— period. 

“It’s kind of rewriting it after the fact,” 
said Annina Mitchell, assistant attorney 
general. “We never would have agreed to 
it that way.” 

The out-of-court settlement was 
reached after the Oakland, Calif.-based 
Center for Youth Law sued the division in 
1993, contending it did not do enough for 
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A ee Atiree judgaspael ‘on the 10th’ 

Court of Appeals in Denver, ina 
released Monday, upheld a district 
decision to waive the four-year: termina- 
tion period on the initial agreement. 

That agreement specified the division 
would undergo four years of federal court 
supervision, Mitchell said, regardless of 
the division’s compliance. 

“The court now has tossed that out,” 
she said. “Now we have no apparent end- 
point to federal involvement. It’s a 
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have to decide whether to appeal the 


As a result of the lawsuit, known-as 
David C. vs. Leavitt, the division spodi 
implement some 93 provisions, 


See DCFS, Page B-9 


BUS STATION, PARK CITY STYLE 


Steve Griffin/The Salt Lake Tribune 


Finishing touches are put on the Old Town Transit Center in downtown Park City on Monday. The mural, by Park City painter 
Marianne Cone, is a panorama of the town’s history. The bus station is designed to complement Park City's rustic archi- 
tecture, “We couldn't put up just anything,” said Tom Bakaly, assistant city manager. See story, Page B-4. 


Federal judges ponder statutes 
outlawing fornication in Utah 


BY MICHAEL VIGH 
‘THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 


DENVER — A Utah law that forbids sex 
between unmarried, consenting adults is 
a violation of privacy and free expression, 
a Salt Lake City civil rights attorney ar- 
gued before a federal appellate court 
Monday. 

Brian Barnard told a three-judge panel 
of the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
that sexual acts are the most meaningful 
way one person expresses love to another. 
He argued that the laws are unconstitu- 
tional and should be scrapped. 

“Making love is the best means of non- 
verbal communication between two peo- 
ple,” Barnard said. “In the state of Utah, if 
an unmarried, heterosexual couple decide 
to have a child together, they are breaking 


the law.” 

Barnard added that “intimate, expres- 
sive conduct is just as crucial, just as im- 
portant as political speech. It’s the core of 
the human race, the core of our society.” 

But Assistant:U.S. Attorney Thomas 
Roberts argued during a 30-minute hear- 
ing before the panel that the plaintiffs in 
the case didn’t have the right to sue be- 
cause they have not been threatened with 
prosecution. 

“There is no case in controversy,” 
Roberts said. “If all we have is simple for- 
nication in private, that is not going to be 
prosecuted.” 

Presiding Judge Stephanie Seymour 
asked Roberts if an ex-lover would be 
prosecuted if his or her jilted partner be- 
came angry and called police. Roberts said 
if that happened, that person would have 
the legal right to challenge the statutes, 

Roberts said, “If any of these plaintiffs 
were charged with a crime, they would 
have standing,” which is the legal right to 
sue. He also argued that the plaintiffs 


Court Hears Arguments on Sex Laws 


cannot challenge the law on the grounds 
that they might one day face prosecution. 

Utah is one of about 20 states that still 
have fornication and sodomy laws, which 
make it a crime for single, heterosexual 
adults to have sex. The remaining states 
have either abolished the laws by judicial 
review or a legislative cleansing of the 
criminal code of outdated and little-used 
statutes. 

In Utah, sodomy and fornication are 
class B misdemeanors which are punish- 
able by up to 6 months behind bars and a 
$1,000 fine. 

Barnard’s clients “D.M.W.” and 
“J.0.H.N.” — filed suit a decade ago to kill 
the laws because they feared being prose- 
cuted for casual sex. Two years ago, U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Ronald Boyce tossed the 
suit out because the plaintiffs could not 
prove they were in imminent danger of 
prosecution. 

The three-judge panel took the oral ar- 
guments under advisement. It is not 
known when they will rule. 


County Mayor 
Sends Overson 
Packing, Hires 
Legal Adviser 


BY REBECCA WALSH 
and MARK EDDINGTON 


THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, 


Salt Lake County Mayor Nancy 
Workman has “transitioned” her 
mentor, former Commissioner Brent 
Overson, out of a job. 

Workman announced staff changes 
Monday that in- 
cluded Overson’s 
dismissal from 
county govern- 
ment. In his place, 
state Rep. Greg 
Curtis, R-Sandy, 
will serve as Work- 
man’s “indepen- 
dent legal adviser.” 

“In this early 
transition phase to 
the new form of p 
government, Brent did a marvelous | Á 
job for us,” Workman said. “T wouldn't | 

have put up with the flak. But he did.” 

Workman said Overson, who has a 

background inreal estate, told her last 
week he would pursue a job offer in the 
private sector. With Overson leaving, 
his salary opened up, allowing her to 
hire Curtis immediately, she said. 

Overson, reached at home Monday 
evening, was shocked by the mayor's 
news release. 

“Oh, great,” he said. 

Overson refused to talk about the 
circumstances that led to his leaving 
county government after about 10 
years. “I don't have any comment on 
it.” 

Often controversial, the former 
commissioner has been a lightning rod 
since Workman announced his job as 
her senior projects coordinator. Dis- 
trict Attorney David Yocom was re- 
viewing his travel and use of a county 
credit card, County Council members 
saw his hand in a deal to move the 
Hansen Planetarium to Salt Lake 
City’s Gateway and turn management 
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CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS 


Jim Stiles is the publisher of The 
Canyon Country Zephyr. A story in 
Sunday's Salt Lake Tribune gave an 
incorrect first name. 
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First, the good news: The potential for 
oni this spring in northern Utah is 
low. 

‘That is primarily because there is little 
snow in the mountains. 

Now the bad news: There is little snow 
in the mountains. 

“You ain't got water and you probably 
aren't going to get any,” said Randy Ju- 
lander, snow survey supervisor for the 
U.S. Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 

Of course, Julander, speaking Monday 
at a meeting of Utah water managers, was 
exaggerating. 

There will be water this year — just not 
very much, especially for the population- 
heavy Wasatch Front. 

Snowpack — also known as “snow- 
water equivalent,” or the measurement of 
water in the snow in the Wasatch 
Mountains is about 65 percent of normal 
levels. 

And, Julander said, there is “zero” 
chance the snowpack will reach normal 
levels by April 1, when state water man- 
agers start to get anxious about the 
numbers, 

By April Fools’ Day, snowpack could be 
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around 60 percent of normal, possibly 
lower. “Even with the [recent] storms, we 
haven't been keeping up. It doesn't look 
good,” he said 

The National Weather Service's Salt 
Lake City office is forecasting below- 
normal precipitation for the next 30 to 60 
days. 

Complicating matters further is con- 
tinued low moisture in the soils, which 
could soak up a significant amount of this 
year’s runoff. That means northern Utah's 
reservoirs vital for irrigation and 
drinking water supplies in the summer — 
probably will not fill up this year. 

‘The Provo River Water Users Associa 
tion, which usually distributes 100,000 
acre-feet of wate. per year from Deer 
Creek Reservoir, has announced it is go- 
ing to release only 60,000 acre-feet. (An 
acre-foot equals about 326,000 gallons, or 
the amount of water an average Utah 
family with a lawn will consume within a 
year.) 

As a result, the Metropolitan Water 
District of Salt Lake & Sandy will get just 
37,000 acre-feet instead of its usual 61,000 
acre-feet from the reservoir. That means 
Salt Lake City, Sandy and the Jordan 
Valley Water Conservancy District, 
which has relied on 10,000 acre-feet of 
surplus Metropolitan water every year, 


Not Much Water for Wasatch Front This Summer 


will be scrambling for water come 
summer, 

“T'm out pounding the bushes trying to 
find them some water,” said Nick Sefakis, 
Metropolitan's general manager. 

Next week, Wasatch Front water man- 
agers plan to announce strategies to deal 
with the forecasted water shortages. 

“We're trying to alert our agencies and 
the public that there very likely could be 
problems this summer,” said Jordan Val- 
ley General Manager David O”ard. 

While northern Utah is dry, southern 
Utah is soggy, thanks toa steady stream of 
winter storms. Snowpack on Boulder 
Mountain, which feeds the Escalante Riv- 
er, is nearly twice the normal reading for 
this time of year. The Virgin River water- 
shed is 125 percent of normal, and the 
Sevier River headwaters show 106 
percent, 

Around the region, New Mexico and 
Arizona are reporting normal or above- 
normal snowpack. 

But Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Mon- 
tana and Colorado — all of which experi 
enced serious wildfires last year — have 
snowpack levels that are “much below” 
normal 

Some watersheds in Washington, 
Idaho and Montana are reporting snow 
packs of about 45 percent. 


Utah Snowpack 


» | Mar. 

65 64 
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Provo/ Jordan River 60 62 
Tooele Valley - 80 
Green River 85 86 
Duchesne River u u 
Price/ San Ratael 7 7 
Dirty Devil River w | m 
Southeastem Utah 92 12 
Sevier River 89 106 
Beaver Rivor 88 % 
Escalante River 183 196 
Virgin River 96 125 
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